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REMARKS 

Applicants appreciate the detailed examination evidenced by the Office Action mailed 
June 12, 2006 (hereinafter "Office Action")- Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection of 
independent Claim 1 as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,616,968 to Fujii et al. 
(hereinafter "Fujii"), as Fujii does not disclose or suggest "a plurality of load segment 
indicators... operative to provide an indication of a loading of the associated load segment 
output." Applicants also respectfizliy traverse the rejections of independent Claims 17, 26, 
and 35 as unpatentable over Fujii in view of U.S. Patent No. 7,043,543 to Ewing (hereinafter 
"Ewing") in further view of U.S. Patent No. 4,884,809 to Rowan (hereinafter "Rowan"), as 
the combination does not disclose or suggest several of the recitations of these claims. 
Applicants further traverse the rejections of the dependent claims. Reasons supporting 
patentability of the claims are discussed in detail below. 

Independent Claim 1 is Patentable 

Independent Claim 1 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C §102 as being anticipated by 
Fujii. Office Action, page 2. In the rejection of Claim 1, the Office Action states "Fujii 
teaches a plurality of segment loading indicators configured to be electrically coupled to 
respective load segment outputs at a power supply." Office Action, page 2. Applicants 
respectfully disagree, Fujii describes an expandable power supply device that combines 
multiple discrete, interconnectable power supply modules based on load requirements. In 
contrast with load segment outputs, however, the outputs of the discrete power supply 
devices 2 are connected in parallel. Fujii, col. 3, lines 24-26. In this manner, a combination 
of the discrete power supply devices 2 effectively creates a common output power bus that 
does not include distinguishable load segments. See, e.g., Fujii, FIG 1(b), reference no. 18. 
Specifically, Fujii states that "the AC output terminal 9 for AC output is connected to 
terminal sets 1 8" and that H [e]ach terminal set 18 is connected to the connector for AC output 
on the adjacent power supply device(s)." Coiumn 4, lines 19-22. 

Applicants submit that, in the absence of distinguishable load segments, Fujii cannot 
disclose or suggest segment loading indicators. Instead, Fujii describes that "[w]hen several 
devices are connected together, the length of the wiring path may cause the value of the 
current flowing in one device 2 to differ from that in the next so that the luminous element 19 
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of one device lights up to indicate an overload even though the indicators on other devices are 
off." Fujii, col 10, lines 50-55. Fujii describes using a current transformer in a master 
control unit to coordinate the luminous elements in all of the devices to operate in unison 
regarding an overload condition. Fujii, col. 10, lines 59-67. In this manner, the luminous 
elements 1 9 described in Fujii operate to indicate an overload of the unit that includes 
multiple discrete power supply devices connected in parallel. Thus, Fujii does not disclose or 
suggest "a plurality of segment loading indicators" as recited in Claim 1. Accordingly, Fujii 
does not disclose or suggest the recitations of Claim 1 and, for at least these reasons, 
Applicants submit that Claim 1 is patentable over Fujii. 

Independent Claims 17* 26, and 35 are patentable 

Independent Claims 17, 26, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as unpatentable 
over Fujii in view Ewing in further view of Rowan. In rejecting Claims 17, 26 and 35, the 
Office Action states "Fujii teaches a power supply module connectably connected to from an 
uninterruptible power unit supplying a connector to supply individual loads." Office Action, 
page 4. This general statement regarding Fujii fails to provide any indication as to which of 
the recitations of Applicants 1 claims are allegedly described in Fujii. Further, the rejection 
does not cite any specific portions of Fujii in support of the rejection. Applicants respectfully 
submit that if the Office Action relies on the mischaracterization of Fujii as discussed above 
regarding Claim 1, the rejections based on the Fuj ii/Ewing/Rowan combination suffer from at 
least the deficiencies discussed above. 

Regarding Ewing, the Office Action states "Ewing teaches an electrical power 
distribution plug strip comprising a long thin plug strip body with several power outlet plugs 
distributed along the length of one face." Office Action, page 4. Applicants respectfully 
submit that this statement of rejection, like the statement above regarding Fujii, lacks specific 
reference to any recitations in Applicants 1 claims and fails to cite relevant portions of Ewing 
in support of the rejection. The Office Action makes a similarly general statement regarding 
the applicability of Rowan in the rejection of Claims 17, 26, and 35. Applicants respectfully 
submit that the genera! statements of rejection are insufficient, constitute an improper 
rejection, and should be withdrawn for at least these reasons. If, however, the Examiner 
maintains the rejections of Claims 17, 26, and 35 based on a Fujii/Ewing/Rowan 
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combination, Applicants respectfully request specific indication where in the references 
allegedly teach or suggest the specific recitations of Applicants' claims and that such rejection 
not be made final to afford Applicants adequate opportunity to respond. Applicants 
respectfully submit that the Office Action also fails to indicate or otherwise address any 
motivation to combine the references. 

Moreover, in grouping the claims, the Office Action fails to recognize that the 
independent Claims 17, 26, and 35 include distinct recitations. For example, independent 
Claim 17 recites "a user interface positioned at the first panel of the housing... and... a loading 
indicator coupled to the power output and operative to provide a visual indication at the 
second panel the housing" whereas independent Claim 35 recites "providing respective 
segment loading indications for respective load segment outputs of the power supply." The 
Office Action fails to address these different aspects and, for at least these additional reasons, 
Applicants submit the rejections of these claims are erroneous and should be withdrawn. 

Further, regarding Fujii, Ewing and Rowan, the Office Action states that "[t]he above 
references do not teach a housing having first and second panels" and that "[i]t would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the housing to have a first and 
second panel mounted into a housing for this is merely a rearrangement of parts." Office 
Action, page 4. This allegation fails to recognize the functional structures that Applicants 
recite in conjunction with the first and second panels. For example, independent Claim 1 7 
recites "a power output at the second panel" and "a loading indicator coupled to the power 
output and operative to provide a visual indication at the second panel of the housing of a 
loading of the power output" The UPS of independent Claim 17 also includes 11 a user 
interface positioned at the first panel of the housing and operatively associated with the 
uninterruptible power supply circuitry." Thus, the first and second panels identify relative 
locations of functional structures of some embodiments and are not "merely a rearrangement 
of parts" as alleged by the Office Action. Accordingly, the rejections under Fujii in view of 
Ewing in further view of Rowan is improper and should be withdrawn. For at least these 
additional reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that independent Claims 17, 26 and 35 are 
patentable over the Fujii in view of Ewing in further view of Rowan. 
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The dependent claims are patentable 

Applicants submit that dependent Claims 2-16, 1 8-25, 27-34 and 36-37 are patentable 
at least by virtue of the patentability of various ones of independent Claims 1, 17, 26 and 35 
from which they depend. 



IDS 

Applicants also note that the Office Action does not indicate consideration of 
Applicant's Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) submitted July 12, 2005, a copy of 
which is attached, along with a copy of a return postcard indicating receipt of the IDS in the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Applicants respectfully request consideration of the 
references cited in the IDS and return of a copy of the initialed form PTCM449 indicating 
such consideration. 



Conclusion 

As all of the claims are now in condition for allowance, Applicants respectfully 
request allowance of the claims and passing of the application to issue in due course. 
Applicants urge the Examiner to contact Applicants' undersigned representative at (919) 854- 
1400 to resolve any remaining formal issues. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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